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Subject of Review: Each year, ERS publishes a short description of recent trends affecting Rural 
America. Each edition examines trends in employment, unemployment, poverty and 
population among U.S. counties outside of standard metropolitan statistical areas.  In 
addition, other trends of interest are typically described. The 2011 edition examines 
trends in educational attainment among the metro and nonmetro working age 
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Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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